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Unit 5 > Text 3: A patriotic American (pp. 96-97) 
Un exercice complémentaire : étude de document. 
 

(Exercice corrigé ci-après. Dernière page : exercice en version photocopiable.) 
 

The cold war and McCarthyism 
This is an extract from a Memorandum by President Eisenhower to Attorney General Herbert Brownell, 

November 4, 1953. Read it and explain what he thinks about Communists: say whether the 
following statements are true or false. 
 
1. He holds Communists in low esteem. � True  � False 
� ___________________________________________________________________________ 
2. He thinks that supporting Communists used to be perfectly normal.  � True  � False 
� ___________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. He thinks that post-1949 Communist supporters are potentially dangerous.  � True  � False 
� ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion: Do you think he supported Senator McCarty?  � Yes.  � No. 
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Corrigé 
 

1. He holds Communists in low esteem. ���� True  � False 
� L. 2: “liars and cheats”  
2. He thinks that supporting Communists used to be perfectly normal.  ���� True  � False 
� Third paragraph: “Many prominent officials […] were at that time talking in terms of support 
of the Soviets”; “it was a policy of our government to foster friendship with the Soviets.” 
3. He thinks that post-1949 Communist supporters are potentially dangerous.  ���� True  � False 
� Last lines: “any American could have been excused […] as late as 1948.”  
 
Conclusion: Do you think he supported Senator McCarty?  � Yes.  ���� No. 
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United States public document from the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library 
http://www.eisenhower.utexas.edu/dl/McCarthy/Mccarthydocuments.html 


