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Unit 9 > Issue: More freedom for teens? (pp. 172-173) 
 
 

I wish… / If only… 
 

 

Look at these examples:  
 

Wishes 
- I wish I were completely free!  
- I wish my parents would leave me alone! 
- If only I could leave home whenever I want! 

Regrets 
- If only I had not lost my parents’ trust! 
- I wish I hadn’t met my teacher at the mall! 

 
 
 

Now complete the sentences with the appropriate verb forms. 
 

a. [Wish] I wish I (buy) _______________ my own clothes! 
b. [Regret] I wish I (not / use up) ______________________ my mobile phone credit on such 
stupid calls last week. 
c. [Regret] I wish I (see) _______________ Tina at the party but her parents grounded her. 
d. [Wish] If only my parents (let) ____________________ me move into my own flat! 
e. [Wish] I wish my parents (not/ sit) _____________________ behind me like the police when 
I surf on the net. 
f. [Regret] If only I (not/ talk) ________________________ about my new friend! 
g. [Wish] I wish my parents (understand) ________________________ my homework is more 
important than tidying my bedroom. 
h. [Wish] I wish I (have to) _________________________ tidy my room! 
 
 
 
 


