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Unit 5 > Text 1: A witch! (pp. 92-93) 
 

Un exercice sur le discours indirect. 
Exercice avec son corrigé sur cette page. Page suivante : exercice en version photocopiable. 

 
 

Indirect speech 
Change lines 1 to 16 (textbook, p. 92) into indirect speech. Tell the story in the simple past. 
Feel free to make small changes and use words from the following lists. 
 

Introductory verbs: admit; announce; inform; say/tell; add; answer; reply (répondre/ répliquer); ask/ inquire 
(demander); retort (rétorquer); suggest; point out (faire remarquer); exclaim (s’exclamer); scream/ shout (crier); 
yell (hurler); protest; object; accuse; complain (se plaindre); claim (prétendre); order (ordonner) 
Adverbs: proudly; politely; vigorously; firmly; actually 
Link words: even; again; also; then; so; finally 
 

The crowd shouted that they had got a witch, and ________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Corrigé 
The crowd shouted that they had got a witch, and a villager proudly announced to/ informed Bedevere that 
they had found one. He asked him politely whether they may/ might burn her. Bedevere asked them how they 
knew she was a witch. Another villager replied that that she looked like one, so Bedevere asked/ ordered them 
to bring her forward. The witch vigorously protested that she was not a witch, but Bedevere objected that she 
was dressed as one. She accused the crowd of dressing her up like this, but they insisted that they had not. The 
witch added that it wasn’t her nose either, that it was a false one. So Bedevere asked the crowd whether it was 
true. The first villager admitted that they had done the nose, and even the hat. But he firmly claimed that she 
was a witch. The crowd then supported him, shouting that they wanted to burn her. Bedevere inquired again 
whether they had dressed her up like that. The crowd first replied that they hadn’t, but finally admitted that 
they actually had, but just a bit. They also pointed out that she had a wart. 
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